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 REFLECTION           

Advent Meditation: In Suspense and Incomplete 

We need to reflect on what the Spirit of God is working to bring to 
birth in our world today. We witness this in themes such as pov-
erty, peacemaking and church reform that Pope Francis lifts up in 
his recent exhortation “The Joy of the Gospel.” We see the Spirit at 
work on issues such as the role of women in the care economy or the 
human rights implications of global monetary policy, which are the 
focus of Center of Concern projects. What is God doing among us? 
How does this touch our hearts and invite us to take part, to grow?

The Incarnation of God began billions of years ago when the earliest 
forms of matter were ignited and began the vast cosmic expansion 
that is home to us all today.

Billions of years passed as God patiently worked, preparing creation to bring forth the divinely human Jesus.  
When that work was complete, in the sacred Fullness of Time, there was an eternally important but little-
noticed event in which, as Elizabeth Johnson noted,  

“Real blood was shed at this delivery, by a poor woman of peasant society far from home, laboring in child-
birth for the first time. And it was holy.”

The centuries since Jesus began to open our eyes to our deeper humanly divine reality have witnessed God 
quietly continuing to develop the Incarnation slowly among us, building communities of trust and hope that 
may one day evolve, with our help, into a world of peace with justice and love for all.  On that day, conscious 
of the divine life we each embody, we will embrace God within and among us all.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin reminds us:

“Above all trust in the slow work of God.
We are quite naturally, impatient in everything
to reach the end without delay.
We would like to skip the intermediate stages.
We are impatient on the way to something unknown,
something new;
And yet it is made by passing through stages of instability
And that may take a very long time...

“Only God can say what this new spirit
forming within you will be.
Give the Lord the benefit of believing
that His hand is leading you,
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself
in suspense and incomplete.”
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 REFLECTION           
Cosmic Creed - Questions - Advent 

Do you believe in God, Source and incarnating power of the immense cosmic space and time, 
who personally knows and cares about each person 

in the small and most intimate moments of our lives?

Do you believe in God who is intensely personal,
Taking flesh in fathers, but is much more than fathers,

        Taking flesh in mothers, but is much more than mothers,
  who is ultimately MYSTERY

and before whom we must stand wordless and in awe?

Do you believe in the divinely human Jesus, born of Mary,
Who emerged from among us to open our eyes to the presence of God working in all creation?

Do you believe in Jesus as the special revelation of our knowledge of God,
Who sometimes used images of women and mothers,

        Who sometimes used images of men and fathers,
        Who sometimes used images of birds, and trees, seeds and weeds

To help us sense the incredible power and earthy intimacy of God’s love?

Do you believe in Jesus as the one who called people beyond our personal wounds and illnesses 
            to be witnesses of God’s healing love, forgiveness and comfort?

Do you believe in Jesus who from the cross in agony found the strength to love and forgive those who 
betrayed, tortured, reviled and executed him,
     And who rose to offer comfort, love, forgiveness and hope and to entrust his mission to us?

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit of God
 Working in and through creation to forgive and comfort, heal and rebuild 

    Communities of hope and love in universal solidarity?

Do you believe in the global community of faiths living in that Spirit,
   Invited to help bring the New Creation to birth in our time and on this Earth?

Do you believe that you are a part of this community in Christ’s Spirit, 
   called every day to spread this hope and comfort 

in rebuilding our communities, our Church, our nation, our world?

Are you willing and grateful to live in this Spirit all the days of your life and through your death and re-
birth into everlasting life?

We, in and of your immense universe of cosmic time and space, 
           give you our deepest thanks, our Loving God,

           through Christ our Lord and in the Living Spirit.  Amen.


