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 PRAYER SERVICE         

Las Posadas
Walking with 

Mary and Joseph today 

This is an adaptation of the traditional Las Posadas, presented as a prayer service. It can be used for one night 
or nine consecutive nights, the length of the traditional Las Posadas. 

PREPARATION
The organizer of the Las Posadas will need to:
1. Designate three sites in the neighborhood or church where participants will “seek Posada.” If the service is  

held in the parish, the sites could be the church parking lot, church entrance and the church nativity scene 
or Advent wreath.

2. Designate two groups: 
      •   The holy pilgrims  
  o    This group will be comprised of a young woman representing Mary and a young man representing   
        Joseph. Children and adults will play the roles of angels, shepherds, shepherdesses, and kings.   
                 They may dress in simple costumes. 
  o    Pilgrims may also carry photos of a modern-day Mary and Joseph, such as immigrants, refugees, 
        torture survivors, veterans, the homeless and the vulnerable in our communities. 
       •   The innkeepers or hosts
   o   This group includes two innkeepers who will refuse to provide shelter to Mary and Joseph and a     
                 third who will welcome the weary travelers. 
3. Recruit readers (plus a leader)
       •   Reader 1: Male or female
       •   Reader 2: Male 
       •   Reader 3: Male or female
       •   Reader 4: Female
       •   Reader 5: Male or female
      •  Reader 6: Female
       •  Readers 7 and 8: The young woman portraying Mary and the young man representing Joseph.
4. Invite a musician or singer to lead the traditional posada litany and the Christmas hymns.
5. Materials needed:
      •  If the service is held in the evening, candles and matches should be provided for participants.   
           You may wish to ask participants to bring flashlights.
      •  Provide participants with a copy of the prayer service.
      •  Distribute photos or images of a modern-day Mary and Joseph, such as immigrants, refugees, torture 
  survivors, veterans, prostitutes, or homeless families.  Photos can be found at: 
           http://www.tnimmigrant.org/archive-photos/
	 	http://photophilanthropy.org/finding-voices-with-josh-schachter/	

http://www.tnimmigrant.org/archive-photos/
http://photophilanthropy.org/finding-voices-with-josh-schachter/
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LAS POSADAS:	Walking	with	Mary	and	Joseph	today
The leader welcomes guests and introduces the tradition and meaning of Las Posadas (refer to EFJ’s 

backgrounder resource). The leader explains the prayer service, reminding participants that the custom-
ary nine-day novena weaves together Advent’s prayerful vigilance, the virtue of hospitality and the com-

mitment to social justice that are so needed in our world during this season and througout the year.

CALL TO PRAYER:  

LEADER:  Let us begin by welcoming one another into the La Posada, this inn, God’s house of refuge 
and hospitality, God’s house of acceptance and love.  

The story of Mary and Joseph seeking refuge is one lived out by refugees, immigrants, torture survivors, 
veterans, the homeless, and the most vulnerable of our communities in nations throughout the world. It 
is a story of the pilgrim, searching for a new land and a new life. It is a story of the sojourner who seeks 
refuge and assistance from natural disasters, political violence, and economic injustice. It is our story as 
well. We all have been pilgrims of some type at some point in our lives. We have all sought refuge and 
safety, assistance and security, comfort and compassion. Tonight, let us rejoin the journey of the refugee, 
the immigrant, and the forced traveler in our midst. 

OPENING SONG:  “Go Tell it on the Mountain”  (African-American spiritual song, 
           by John Wesley Work Jr., circa 1865)  
 
Refrain:  Go, tell it on the mountain,  
  Over the hills and ev’ry where;  
  Go, tell it on the mountain  
  That Jesus Christ is near! 

  While shepherds kept their watching  
  O’er silent flocks by night,  
  Behold throughout the heavens  
  There shone a holy light.   

   (Refrain)

  The shepherds feared and trembled  
  When lo! above the earth  
  Rang out the angel chorus  
  That hailed our Savior’s birth. 

  (Refrain)
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FIRST POSADA

READER 1:  Reading from the Gospel of Luke: 2:1-5

“In those days, Cesar Augustus published a decree ordering a census of the whole Roman world. The 
first census took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All the people were instructed to go back 
to the town of their birth to register. And so Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the city 
of David, Bethlehem of Judea, because Joseph was of the house and lineage of David; he went to regis-
ter with Mary, his espoused wife, who was pregnant.”

Luke’s nativity story reminds us that when Joseph and Mary arrived in Bethlehem, they had difficulty 
finding shelter. They finally found it in a simple stable, likely surrounded by animals. It was there that 
the exhausted mother gave birth, probably making a bed for him in the hay of the animals’ feeding 
trough.

(The adapted traditional litany can be chanted or read.)

HOLY PILGRIMS: (Begin) 

1)  We have journeyed long.                                          
We are so very tired!                                                
We are seeking shelter for rest and safety.

2)  Will you give us lodging? 
We are weary travelers.  
We are so very tired. 
Have some compassion. 

3)  We can only ask you in your heart to trust us. 
Just give us a corner; we won’t make a great fuss. 
We are no threat. We mean you no harm. 

INNKEEPERS/HOSTS: (Reply) 

1)  Who comes to our door at this hour of the 
night?  Who comes pounding at our door, awaken-
ing us from our sleep, giving us such fright? 

2)  Who asks for lodging?  
We will not open our doors.  
How do we know that you are not thieves? 
Have you come to steal or harm us? 

3)  There’s no vacant corner here. No place we 
can rent you. The fields are free and plenty. 
Stay out there and make do.

READER 2: “My name is Tekle. I am a refugee from Eritrea. I live 
among you. I knock on your doors–seeking shelter and a little food for 
my wife, Amanuel, who is expecting. Her name means, ‘God is with us.’  
We left Eritrea, our birth land. Had I stayed, I would have been arrested 
a third time, and tortured again. This time, I feared that I would not 
survive. Who would care for my lovely Amanuel, and our child? I mean 
you no harm. Please, open your heart. Show us compassion. If not for 
Amanuel or me, for our innocent child.”



  4 / 8   Dianna Ortiz, OSU l Copyright © 2013, Center of Concern

 PRAYER SERVICE         

LEADER:  (Invite participants to pause for a moment of silence and reflect on how they will respond to 
Tekle and others like him who seek shelter for their families. Invite participants to share brief reflections.)

Let us continue to search for La Posada, the inn of God’s promised peace! The children, our angels, will 
lead us to the second Posada. As we process, let us continue singing: “Go Tell it on the Mountain.”

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, 
  Over the hills and everywhere; 
  Go, tell it on the mountain 
  That Jesus Christ is near.

  When I am a seeker, 
   seek both night and day;
  I seek the Lord to help me, 
  And He shows me the way: 

  (Refrain)

  He made me a watchman 
  Upon the city wall, 
  And if I am a Christian,
   I am the least of all. 

  (Refrain)

SECOND POSADA

READER 3: Prophets of yesterday and today continue to remind us that we have been a wandering 
people. Listen to the reading from Genesis 12: 1-4.

“YHWH said to Abram. ‘Leave your country, your people, and the home of your parents, and go to a 
place I will show you. I will make of you a great people. I will bless you and make your names so great 
that it will be used in blessings…and all the people on the face of the earth will be blessed through you.  
Abram, who was 75 years old when he left Haran, began the journey as YHWH had instructed.”

Abraham’s descendants, who had journeyed to Egypt, were held as slaves. God called Moses to lead 
them to the promised land of freedom. For decades they wandered in the desert wilderness before they 
set foot in the promised land. 
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HOLY PILGRIMS: (Begin) 

1)  We have journeyed from Nazareth. 
We are tired and need a place to rest our heads.                                          

2)  I am a carpenter, Joseph by name.
We are seeking shelter 
for rest and safety.

3)  Dear man of the house, will you give us lodg-
ing only for one night? 
Mary, the Queen of Heaven, is pregnant and needs 
to rest. Please, show us some mercy. 

INNKEEPERS/HOSTS: (Reply) 

1)  Who arrives at our door at this hour of the 
night? You are disturbing our sleep. Go away!

2)  What does your name matter to us? You could 
be Moses and still we would not open our door. 
Leave or we shall call the authorities. 

3)  Agh, so she is a queen.  
Well, if she is the “Queen of Heaven” why does 
she wander on this cold night? 
Leave or we shall call the authorities.

READER 4:  “I am Justine and I come from Cameroon. I too am with child. Like Mary, I had to leave 
my country. I have migrated from country to country and just as I was about to cross the U.S./Mexican 
border, I was arrested and taken to a detention center. In order for me to leave this facility, I have to 
prove that I was persecuted in my homeland. Fearing for my life and my unborn child, I fled at night. I 
did not think of bringing any legal papers with me. I had to leave everything behind. I traveled with only 
a small bag and the baby in my belly. 

If I am to be allowed to remain in your country, I have to prove that I will not be a financial burden to 
the United States economy. How can I bring a child into this world when I am being denied an opportu-
nity to start a new life? My lawyer tells me that I will probably be deported. Was I wrong to believe that 
there are good people in this world who care and who would help me? If this is the land of the free, why 
are your leaders so hostile? Why do they see me as a threat? I mean no harm. I simply want to give my 
child a chance to live.”  

LEADER:  (Invite participants to pause for a moment of silence and reflect on how they will respond to 
Justine’s questions.) 

Let us continue to search for La Posada, the inn of God’s promised peace! The children, our angels, will 
lead us to the third Posada. As we continue our journey, let us sing: “Go Tell it on the Mountain.”

Refrain:  Go, tell it on the mountain, 
  the hills and everywhere; 
  Go, tell it on the mountain 
  That Jesus Christ is near.  

  Down in a lowly manger
  The humble Christ was born
  And God sent us salvation
  That blessed Christmas morn. 

  (Refrain)
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THIRD POSADA

READER 5:  The people of Israel rarely knew times of settled security. Kingdoms rose and fell. For-
eign empires invaded and occupied the land. God spoke through prophets who promised that One would 
come to bring lasting peace and security. Let us listen to the words of Isaiah 11; 1-4; 5-6, 8.

 “Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse:
 From Jesse’s roots, a branch will blossom.
 The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you:
 a spirit of wisdom and understanding,
 a spirit of counsel and strength 
 a spirit of knowledge and reverence from YHWH.
 You will delight in obeying YHWH,
          and you won’t judge by appearances, 
 or make decisions by heresay.
 You will treat poor people with fairness  
 and uphold the rights of the land’s downtrodden.  
 Justice will be the belt around this your waist;
 faithfulness will gird you up.
 Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb,
 and the leopard will down with the young goat;
 and the calf and the lion cub will graze together,
 and a little child will lead them.”

HOLY PILGRIMS: (Begin) 

1)  We are weary from our long journey.
My wife is with child. 
Please, let her rest in your home.

2)  We seek shelter and a safe place. 
Nothing more. Any place will do. 
I beg of you, just give us a corner. 
We will be content. 

3)  Your kindness is a gift from God. 
It’s just what we need.
We are Mary and Joseph,
Travelers from afar. 

4)  Do you know who we are? 
How do you know our faces?
We are refugees, the homeless
here in all times and places. 

5)  We are exiles from many nations.
We knock on your doors, seeking hospitality and 
kindness. Few have let us in. 

INNKEEPERS/HOSTS: (Reply) 

1)  We have no room in our inn. 
Regrettably, we have no bed 
to offer your wife to rest. 

2)  Dear man, all we have to offer is a tiny stable.
Surely this is not the ideal place for your wife.
But it is safe and warm.  
Use it if you so choose. 

3)  Can it be as you say? Can it be true? 
Is that you, Joseph? 
Is that Mary, the Holy Mother, with you? 
We did not recognize you. 

4)  You are the refugee, the immigrant,
and the homeless, knocking on our doors
Seeking shelter and protection.

5) You will receive what you ask at this door.
We welcome you. We are not strangers, only 
friends who have yet to meet. 
Come. My home is your home.  
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READER 6: “My name is Carmen. I am a high school student 
born in the United States. My mother, however, came to this coun-
try without what are called the proper documents. Each afternoon 
when I go home I fear that I will find that she has been taken away 
and I will never see her again. I try to tell myself not to worry for 
she is a good person and a hard worker. But I have friends whose 
parents have been taken away and they do not know what they will 
do. Who will calm the fear in my heart?”

LEADER:  (Invite participants to pause for a moment of silence and reflect on how they will respond 
to Carmen, and others like her who face the daily possibility that their parents will be deported. Invite 
participants to share brief reflections.)

Our closing prayer will be led by (name of young woman portraying Mary) and (name of the young man 
representing Joseph).

YOUNG WOMAN:  Holy God, your presence transcends all human-made borders and your love 
crosses all boundaries. 

Help us join you at the borders and help us to extend some hope to those who live at the border, without 
a future or dignity. We pray that you help us to promote laws that protect the rights and dignity of every-
one, especially those most vulnerable. 

YOUNG MAN:  God of justice, your loves transcends our limitations and our unfair rules that discrimi-
nate against human beings and divide humankind.  

We pray that the dignity of all God’s children will be acknowledged and protected in every country of 
the world, but especially in our country. 

YOUNG WOMAN: God of mercy, Your wisdom transcends our limited understanding and our condi-
tioned charity. 

Help us to end the violence and poverty that displaces so many people from their homes and homelands. 
Help us to help them find new dreams and horizons. We pray that employers and corporations may 
choose the dignity and worth of each human person over profit and power. 

YOUNG MAN:  God of all peoples, your merciful compassion transcends our unlimited selfishness that 
condemns millions of people around the world to lives of misery, hunger, sickness and hopelessness.

Prayer adapted from the Office for Immigrant Affairs and Immigrant Education: http://www.archchicago.org/im-
migration/pdf/Immigration/PrayersIntentionsComplete_en.pdf)
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CLOSING SONG: “Joy	to	the	World”	by	Isaac	Watts based on Psalm 96

  Joy to the world! the Lord [is coming]!
   Let earth receive her King; 
  Let every heart prepare Him room, 
    And heav’n and nature sing,
  And heav’n and nature sing,
  And heaven and heav’n, and nature sing.

  Joy to the world! the Savior reigns! 
  Let men their songs employ:
  while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
  repeat the sounding joy,
  repeat the sounding joy, 
  repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
  
  No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
  Nor thorns infest the ground; 
  He comes to make His blessings flow
  Far as the curse is found,
  Far as the curse is found,
  Far as, far as, the curse is found.

  He rules the earth with truth and grace, 
  And makes the nations prove 
  The glories of His righteousness, 
  And wonders of His love, 
  And wonders of His love, 
  And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

Vignettes of refugees/survivors and an immigrant young woman shared in exclusive interviews with Education for 
Justice, 2013.

Scripture readings taken from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation, 2007.

http://library.timelesstruths.org/music/Joy_to_the_World/

